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EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MNUC, FR, UR, SA 

SUBJECT: BREZHNEV MESSAGE TO FRENCH ON SOUTH AFRICA 


1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR DE LEUSSE INFORMS US THAT INSTEAD 
OF A BREZHNEV LETTER DELIVERED BY SOVIETS IN PARIS AS 
WAS DONE FOR U.S., UK AND FRG, SOVIET MFA'S FIRST EUROPEAN 
DIVISION CHIEF DUBININ CALLED HIM IN TO GIVE HIM AN ORAL 
DEMARCHE ALONG THE LINES OF THE WRITTEN MESSAGE. DE 
LEUSSE ASSUMES SOVIETS CHOSE THIS DIFFERENT FORMAT FOR 
THE FRENCH TO AVOID ANY POSSIBILITY THAT A BREZHNEV LETTER 
WOULD BECOME AN ISSUE IN THE FRENCH ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

2. COMMENT: WE AGREE WITH DE LEUSEE'S ESTIMATE OF THE 
SOVIET MOTIVES FOR TREATING THE FRENCH DIFFERENTLY. IT 
IS A FURTHER INDICATION OF THE "SILENT FAVOR"' THE SOVIETS 
HAVE SHOWN GISCARD AND THE GOVERNING COALITION IN THE 
ELECTIONS, SINCE THE PUBLIC REVELATION OF THE BREZHNEV 
LETTER WOULD HAVE BEEN AN EMBARRASSMENT TO GISCARD AND 
THE RIGHT AND MIGHT HAVE GIVEN THE LEFT ANOTHER ISSUE 

TO USE, VIZ. FRENCH POLICY TOWARDS SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. DEPT. PLEASE GIVE ADDITIONAL LATERAL DISTRIBUTION 
AS DESIRED. TOON 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 

Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW05535 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 29-0830 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780332/aaaabazr.tel 

Line Count: 46 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7ebed7be-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3226222 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BREZHNEV MESSAGE TO FRENCH ON SOUTH AFRICA 
TAGS: MNUC, FR, UR, SA, (BREZHNEV, LEONID) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7ebed7be-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



